
BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED 

The other day a priest colleague phoned me with a request which had to do with my new 
appointment to Dalkey. He will be celebrating a wedding in Dalkey on the day I move in, and 

the protocol dictates that he receives delegation from the Parish Priest to celebrate the 
wedding. After we dealt with that request he congratulated me on my appointment and 

wished me well. He told me that there would be a great welcome for me as he had some 
contact with the parish. That was comforting. 
 

In the course of our conversation we discussed the situation with regard to the number of 
priests who are available for appointment and how many parishes are being assigned to each 

priest. I am fortunate that I have been appointed to one parish. He on the other hand has 
responsibility for four parishes! 
 

He also spoke about the demands on priests nowadays and the various issues that have to be 
dealt with when one moves into another parish. His wise words included the phrase: ‘bloom 

where you’re planted’. This was a lovely thing to say. There are always anxieties around 
moving house and beginning in a new setting. For him to share his wisdom was uplifting. 
 

That phrase brought me back to the 80’s when a religious music composer issued an album 
entitled ‘Bloom Where You Are Planted’. Carey Landry composed some beautiful songs based 

on scripture. The actual phrase is not in the Bible but there are various references in the 
Scriptures to becoming the best you can be. As they say nowadays, ‘Be the best person you 

can be’.  
 
Being a person with an interest in gardening the phrase has special significance. It also 

conjures us images of the parable of the Sower (Matthew 13). What we do is spread the seed 
of God’s word by our life and hope that it will produce some good fruit. That has been the 

basis of my ministry. I have learned that it is impossible to do everything and impossible to 
please everyone. So all I can do is to be myself.  
 

My time and ministry have been a wonderful experience for me, and I do feel that I have 
bloomed in this parish. Now it is time for me to move and to see if I can bring the same 

energy and spirit to the new parish. The Archbishop told me that he wanted me to share my 
skills with the people of Dalkey as they needed a new bit of energy. So I bring your good 
wishes, love and prayers as I prepare to leave Sutton. 

 
Fr. Cyril Mangan has good energy and many skills that he can bring to the parishes of Sutton 

and Howth, and I wish him well. He comes with a positive attitude, and I am confident that 
you will welcome him with the same openness as you welcomed me and nourished me during 
my time in Sutton. 

 
Le gach dea ghuí, 

 
Beannacht. 
 

Fr. Liam 


