
COME, ENTER IN 

A very happy Christmas! 

 

I was reading an account of a famous stained-glass window in a synagogue, and the 

writer - a Christian – who teaches a course in spirituality, was commenting on the fact 

that the purpose of the stained glass was to offer an insight into the spiritual aspect of 

the synagogue. Viewed from the outside one might notice the colours, the shape, the 

form, the style which the artist used. 

But step inside and one notices how the light from the outside shines through the 

glass, illuminating the place within. The commentator reflected that his students could 

only be led to understand the purpose of the window, but he could not force them to 

have the same sense of appreciation as would a believer. 

When you contemplate the many beautiful Churches and Cathedrals built from the 

Middle Ages onwards, with magnificent stained-glass windows, you can enter into the 

wonder as the light shines through the colours to illuminate the interior with 

wonderful vibrant colour – designed not just to tell a story with the various scenes 

from the bible or the lives of saints, but also to create an atmosphere conducive to 

prayer and mystery. 

Likewise, at this Christmas time, we are invited through the retelling of the story of 

the birth of Jesus and the visual aid of the Crib, to enter into the mystery. Standing on 

the outside looking in doesn’t lead us very far. We are invited to step inside and enter 

into that space that allows us to touch, to feel, the presence of God – Word made 

flesh – in the coming of the Saviour, Jesus. 

This Christmas, as once again we face into more restrictions, coming to the Church in 

the quiet of the day to contemplate the Word made flesh – God with us – is so needed 

for our spiritual well-being. 

After all the plans that were made for inviting people to come to mass on one of the 12 

days of Christmas which had to be shelved, now you are being invited to join in on the 

webcam, but more importantly, to enter into the Church space during the day to make 

your own connection with the story of the Incarnation (especially as a family) and 

contemplate the scene depicted in our beautiful Crib. 

The Church remains open from 10.30am to 4.30pm (unless a funeral delays access). 

 

Slán 

 

Fr. Liam 


