
FACING CHANGE 

We all face change in life. No matter what stage in life, each succeeding era requires growth 
but also willingness to embrace new situations. Change can cause anxiety and resistance. This 

anxiety can arise when things are unclear, unknown or uncertain. It can be exaggerated by 
expectations or by being roused out of our comfort zone. Change can be transformative, but 

also scary. 
 
In my life as a priest, I have had to embrace change many times. Even before I became a 

priest, I had to invite change so that I could present myself as a candidate for the priesthood. 
It took great courage to open myself up to this way of life. ‘If I had known then what I know 

now’ would I have put myself forward? I can’t answer that as I gave myself wholeheartedly to 
this way of life and accepted that I would have to rely on the grace of God and much more. 
 

In coming to the Parish of Sutton, I was helped enormously by Msgr. John Fitzpatrick who 
provided the necessary space and support to enable me to regain the confidence I had lost 

arising from a difficult period in my life in the year beforehand. As my confidence grew I was 
thrust in to more and more areas of pastoral life and now 11 years later, I can look back with 
great joy at the progress that I made in the parish. 

 
It’s a tribute to the people of the parish of St. Fintan that I am in such a good space. Life in a 

parish is never dull. The past year has challenged us all, and is, in fact, still challenging us as 
we deal with the Coronavirus pandemic. It has brought forth new ways of being ‘Parish’ and 

has forced me to learn new skills to reach out to the faith community here in Sutton. 
 
In my experience, when a priest is moved, a great sense of loss among the parishioners can 

occur. It is like a bereavement. As I moved from parish to parish, I became aware of this. For 
me, sometimes, the move was sought; other times it was deemed necessary to help in other 

areas of the Diocese. Each move brought about its own anxiety and stress. Moving house, as 
many of you have experienced, is a stressful time. For the diocesan priest who moves with the 
contents of a house, this is done many times. So this is something that I have to embark on 

again. However, I have learned to downsize in recent years and hopefully the move to my new 
accommodation will go smoothly. 

 
At the other end of the scale, I begin a new chapter in my life, and face the fact that I come as 
a stranger to the new parish. The people of that parish, will be mourning the loss of their 

beloved parish priest and I, once again, begin at the bottom of the ladder in terms of getting 
to know people. It takes about 2 – 3 years to fully assimilate into the new environment. So as I 

approach my 70’s I hope that this is my last move. 
 
Another strange thing that I have encountered in my life as a priest, is that no matter where I 

have been assigned, there is someone related to a person from the previous parish! So 
enquiries are made, and a dossier compiled even before I arrive into the new setting! 

 
I take with me wonderful memories, and gratitude for so many blessings as I leave Sutton and 
look forward to my new assignment in the Parish of Dalkey. 

 
Beidh fáilte roimh cuairt a thabhairt dom i Deilginis! 

 
Slán agus go raibh míle agaibh go léir. Beannacht Dé oraibh. 
 

Fr. Liam 


