
9 September2020 

Dear friends, 

 

It has been some time since I have written a piece to share my thoughts on what is 

going on.  

 

Back in July, I managed to get away for two weeks to visit the country and meet some 

of my cousins and other family members. The weather wasn’t that great, but it was 

good to get away, particularly as the demands of preparing the church for public 

worship, with changing guidance on a regular basis, was quite challenging. 

 

Since then the weather has been a bit better but the upward trend of confirmed cases 

of the coronavirus is leading to more concern. 

 

Attendance at Church has been increasing over the past few weeks and we are 

reaching a point where people will be turned away as we have reached the maximum 

number that we can accommodate in the Church on a regular basis. 

 

The large attendance at funerals in recent times with little or no social distancing is 

also a cause for concern, and it is difficult to regulate when groups of people gather 

outside the Church without face coverings and who do not follow the guidance to 

maintain a 2 metre distance. One of the other ‘normal behaviours’ that has crept 

back in, is the arrival of parishioners up to 10 minutes late for the Mass. This is adding 

to the stress of our stewards who have to make the decision to refuse entry into the 

Church. I would ask parishioners to be mindful of the importance of arriving in good 

time so that they can be offered a place in a designated spot in the Church and to 

appreciate that when we reach our maximum number they will not be admitted. 

 

Our volunteer stewards are doing a great job despite the occasional issues that arise 

when people insist on going to a place that is not free or where it is no longer 

available. This arises where two or more people from the same household arrive 

together and therefore fill the space in the pew. In order to maintain the social 

distance of two metres it is not possible to seat someone in the next available spot 

marked ‘sit here’. It is important to realise that it is the number of persons that 

matter not whether there appears to be a space unoccupied. 

 

It can be difficult to appreciate the subtleties of managing the numbers but by and 

large people have respected the guidelines and for that I am most grateful. 
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With the schools back in action it’s going to be a busy week with the Confirmation 

Ceremonies and First Holy Communions. Because of the restrictions the numbers have 

to be small so the classes in St. Fintan’s have been divided into four groups and the 

Ceremonies will be a more simple affair. It may help to focus our attention on the 

important elements of the Sacraments. 

 

It is not clear how we can prepare for next year given the fact that usual meetings 

cannot take place and the special monthly Masses are also set aside. I expect a more 

remote involvement by the parish though the schools will continue to teach the 

Religious Education Programme.  

 

I am hopeful that the resources of the Diocese will be offered to Parishes to support 

the preparation. The Bishops commissioned some video lessons which are available 

online for those preparing for Confirmation and for First Confession and First Holy 

Communion. They are excellent lessons and there are worksheets attached to help. 

They can be accessed using the following link: 

https://www.icatholic.ie/category/sacraments/ 

 

The daily Mass which many parishioners participate in via the webcam has been an 

important link for many who feel nervous about joining us in the Church. The little 

wave at the end of Mass has become an important little gesture which people remind 

me is a welcome part of the final blessing. It reminds them that they, too, are part of 

our congregation. In fact, if due to some distraction I forget to wave, I am reminded 

soon after that it was omitted! I often joke that nobody waves back to me, to be told 

that those watching do wave!! 

 

May God continue to bless us and help us to live through these times without losing 

hope. I leave you with a quotation from Pope Francis which was delivered in the early 

days of the virus pandemic: 

“[The Coronavirus] is not a time of your judgement, but of our judgement, a time to 

chose what matters and what passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from 

what is not. It is a time to get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to 

others.” 

(Urbi et Orbi Blessing Sunday 27th March 2020) 

 

Fr. Liam 

https://www.icatholic.ie/category/sacraments/
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