
FROM FR LIAM 

 

The Easter Season has come to an end with the Feast of Pentecost (50 Days) and we are still under 

restriction. So we are still awaiting the chance to move about freely. I find myself caught up with the 

delight at being able to play golf but still finding it stressful with not being able to visit my family or 

even meet up with parishioners. 

The Mediterranean type weather that accompanied the lockdown has been a positive aspect to the 

confinement and my garden, and I know many gardens, have benefitted from the attention they 

have received because there wasn’t much else to do! No sport, no visiting, no travelling – except for 

grocery shopping, or essential appointments - working from home, has been the diet for the past 

two months. Speaking of diet, after this is over there will be a population of very fit people, judging 

from the numbers out walking, cycling, and generally exercising or people who won’t be able to 

move having been locked in for so long. 

One of the delights, which I have referred to before has been the quietness. So little aircraft coming 

in and out of the airport, less traffic on the roads and the sound of the birds not only in the morning 

but throughout the day. What I also observed was the number of parents and children out on their 

bikes and especially the little ones trying out their bikes or scooters and gaining confidence in 

mastering the skill of staying upright. 

I have also seen parents early in the morning taking their children (probably awake from 5.00am!) 

for walks around the local area. One consequence of the fact that the schools have effectively closed 

down for the summer has been the increase in young people heading out this direction and filling 

the Burrow Beach or Howth Village. Social distancing is proving to be harder to implement when 

young people gather. It’s hard to blame them but I hope it doesn’t give an excuse to reimpose 

restrictions. 

The increasing effect of the curtailing of the spread of the virus is building up a store of issues 

affecting mental health which may only manifest itself down the road.  

Here in the parish, as I mentioned last week, we are preparing a plan to open the church for public 

worship on July 20. This will entail strict protocols to ensure that people attending Mass or other 

services will not be spreaders of the virus or unwitting recipients of the virus. So the ‘usual seat’ will 

in most cases not be available. It will require a huge change in expectation and behaviour. We will 

endeavour to make it as ‘people friendly’ as possible. 

It may also mean that our habit of going to a particular Mass may have to change. I await the 

framework document that the Bishops are preparing for the whole country. Just as we have had to 

adapt to queuing patiently to do our shopping, so we have to make huge alterations in how we 

attend Church. 

In the meantime, I do hope that you are able to move about and avail of the magnificent weather we 

have been enjoying. I continue to pray for you all and I thank you for your prayers and good wishes 

to Fr. Gabriel and myself. Your financial support has been welcome, too, and for that I express my 

sincere gratitude. 

 

God bless you all. 

Fr. Liam 


