
GLASS HALF EMPTY? GLASS HALF FULL? 

Over the past week there has been a lot of airtime given to various controversies. The 

reopening of schools for children with special needs, the Mother and Baby Report, the 

allocation of Vaccine for the Covid-19 virus, the fall out from the riot in Washington 

two weeks ago. 

In all the commentary, the emphasis seems to be on what is not being done, or how 

the situation was allowed to develop. The constant barrage of spokespeople outlining 

where things have gone wrong, or where there have been failures in systems leads 

one to think that it is all negative.  

I do not wish to take away from the pain of those who are suffering. That can’t be 

condoned. But with the relentless news coverage of the Covid-19 Pandemic for almost 

a year, and the situation not improving, in fact since Christmas it has escalated 

beyond anything we could have imagined, there is a sense of being trapped by the 

news. 

My heart goes out to the parents and guardians of children with special needs. For 

many of them it is full on almost 24/7. In present circumstances it is even more 

challenging when combined with behavioural issues. Please God, the various parties 

involved in the negotiations will be able to hammer out an agreement to allow these 

most vulnerable children access to education and provide much needed certainty for 

the children and their parents/guardians. 

The Mother and Baby Report brought into focus the way society and our Christian 

community shunned those who were in a vulnerable state. It is to be hoped that a 

proper response can be found to address the serious harm done to survivors and the 

consequent effect it had on families. 

From a low of violence in Washington on January 6th to the pageantry of the 

inauguration of Joe Biden as President of the USA on Wednesday last, a turning point 

was reached. What stood out for me was the way words were used to lift the spirits of 

people worn down by the acceleration of the Covid-19 virus across the USA and the 

simmering violence as evidenced by the riot in Washington on January 6th.   

The whole tone was upbeat and hopeful. This prompted me to ask the question: how 

do we view the world? Glass half empty, or glass half full? At this time we need to look 

at the possible more than what is not. Even in struggle and suffering we are invited to 

see through it, rather than be overwhelmed by it. People talk about heroes – those in 

the medical fraternity who are battling with the Pandemic; those in the emergency 

services, those who are helping neighbours, the elderly, the fearful living alone, 

parents with children who have challenging behaviours. In their eyes they are not 

heroes but responding as best they can to a serious and possibly life-threatening 

situation. 

They need support and encouragement. How do we provide this when social 

interaction is not encouraged? I hold all these people in my prayers. I pray that those 
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in a position to do good, to make decisions, to provide resources will do so in the spirit 

of solidarity and compassion. 

May God deliver us soon from this pandemic. 
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