
HAPPENINGS IN SUTTON 

Some workmen appeared today (Thursday) on the Greenfield Road to complete the 
work on the installation of a Traffic Crossing just outside the entrance/exit from the 

Church carpark. Some of you reading this will have come across this and perhaps 
were discommoded by the traffic chaos that ensued! 

 
As the morning progressed I observed a very large stainless steel pole being lowered 

into place by a mobile crane. After final fitting, the upright pole had a cantilever beam 
also attached with four sets of lights attached to the complete installation. 

 
Apart from the fact that it provides another ‘object’ to spoil the view from my 

apartment, I thought to myself that come Christmas, we might not have to erect lights 
on the Fingal supplied Christmas tree in the front grass! There will be plenty of 

coloured flashing lights to provide the Christmas spirit! 
 

The purpose behind the placement of the Crossing in this location is to provide safe 

crossing for pupils attending Santa Sabina and also for others who wish to cross, what 
has become, a very busy road. Whether it will get the use intended will be something 

else! It is ironic that the work on this crossing began in December last year, just 
before the Christmas holidays and the subsequent lockdown, and is only completed 

now as the pupils in Santa Sabina begin their summer holidays! 
 

Also the work on the new housing on former Santa Sabina land recommenced on 
Monday last after a long break since the level 5 restrictions came into force. I expect 

that for the next 18 months, the sounds of birds and the voices of the girls from Santa 
Sabina will be replaced by the music of machines and other construction noises. 

 
As summer approaches, the hope is that the weather will get warmer, and the 

restrictions will ease even more. Perhaps by the time this musing is published we will 
know more. There is optimism in the air, despite some negativity, and after a long 

period of curtailment, the promise of greater freedoms and social interaction is to be 

welcomed. 
 

I am due to commence an online retreat on Sunday. This is a first for me, and it will 
be a strange experience trying to have quiet prayerful days, while still functioning in 

the parish. I suspect that in a few short years, when a priest goes away on retreat or 
for a break, there will be no Mass in the Church (as happens in other parishes 

currently) except for Weddings and Funerals. That is where we are heading at the 
moment as things stand. Our Prayer Service Team, who conduct the Prayer Service 

every Wednesday, will become more important in the near future, as well as other lay 
led groups. 

 
So as May closes, and June beckons, let us look forward to warmer days, more social 

mixing, and keeping our guard up. Stay safe! 
 

Slán, 

 
Fr. Liam 


