
HOPEFUL SIGNS 

 
I passed by a house close to the Church yesterday and noticed some Daffodils in 

bloom. The occupants of this house are keen gardeners and I have noticed over the 
years how they always seem to have the first Daffodils in bloom at the turn of the 

year. 
 

So Spring is in the offing. I have also noticed in recent days, on account of the lack of 
traffic in the morning, the sound of the Blue Tits. I have seen spring bulbs peeping 

through the damp cold soil, demonstrating that life is beginning to re-emerge after 
the Winter rest. Though we are not done with Winter by any means, it is always 

encouraging to see hopeful signs of Spring. 
 

The surge in cases of Covid-19 has put a real damper on spirits and the new lockdown, 
imposed from St. Stephen’s Day last, seems endless. Yet my recent brush with Covid, 

which forced my self-isolation for 14 days, thankfully did not amount to anything. 

However, 2 nieces contracted it and that brought home to me how close it has come. A 
friend of mine in the U.S.A. has tested positive and ended up in hospital, and is quite 

unwell. I know of others in the Parish who have the virus. It is in our community. 
 

The daily news reports how our hospitals are at capacity and staffs suffering 
exhaustion in coping with the treatment of cases, reminds us that whatever we can do 

to stop the spread of the virus will go a long way to helping everyone affected by this 
pandemic. The increasing death toll arising from the virus is a terrible burden for 

families at this time. The promise of vaccines to slow down the spread of the virus is 
welcome, but it will take a long time to be effective, according to the latest statements 

from the Taoiseach and Minister for Health. But like the signs of nature, it gives us 
hope. 

 
The report into the Mother and Baby homes has been dominating the news in recent 

days and even though it has received some criticism from certain quarters, it still is an 

important document. Once more failings of Church and State are highlighted and the 
apology form the Taoiseach was welcome. Welcome too, was the response from some 

of our Bishops and the leaders of Religious Congregations mentioned in the report. 
 

Like previous reports, the events that took place in Irish society and involving people 
who profess to be ‘Christian’ – followers of Jesus Christ and acting as agents of the 

Christian Community – have been found to have failed in bringing the compassion of 
Jesus to vulnerable people. 

 
This affects us all and I find myself questioning my own actions. It is to be hoped that 

by bringing these matters into the open that it will lay a path towards healing and lead 
to a better way of dealing with people who need support and comfort in dealing with 

personal crises. It is a lesson that the “Church”, as with all institutions, need to 
constantly examine how it is living the Christian principles upon which it was founded. 

 

May God’s Holy Spirit give us the courage and strength to guide us on our journey. We 
pray with and for each other at this time. 



HOPEFUL SIGNS 

 
Stay well. 

 
Slán 

 
Fr. Liam 

 
Following on from last’s week piece, I have ordered a reprint of the book “Echoes of 

the Heart” and I hope to have it in stock by the end of January. 
 

 
THE BULB THAT FLOWERS 

 
Observing the hyacinth bulb 

Growing in the glass bowl, 

I noticed the white roots 
Extending downwards to  

Drink in the water. 
 

On the upper part of the bulb 
The green shoot begins 

To emerge through the centre. 
 

It takes many weeks for 
It to flower and when it does 

It produces a beautiful flower 
With strong scent and when 

The last flower opens, the others 
Have already finished their work. 

 

Now it prepares to set seed 
And fulfil its purpose of  

Recreating itself. 
 

Transition is a state of 
Moving, developing,  

recreating or re-emerging 
Like the bulb - what it is called to, 

Is to flower anew. 
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