
MARCH OF MANY WEATHERS 

The stormy winds of the past few days have brought more uncertain weather into our 
lives. ‘March of many weathers’ is an apt phrase that captures the mood as we move 

more into Spring after the dark, damp and cold of the winter months. The extra 
sunlight brings hope, the warmth of the sunshine when it shines lightens our spirits 

and the occasional shower, though heavy with rain or hail, gives the soil a boost and 
encourages growth, even it is only weeds! 

 
The uncertainty that surrounds our dealings with the pandemic is causing much 

frustration and pain for many people. Staying the course is a struggle now that we are 
a year into this. The hope of coming out of the severe restrictions has been dampened 

by the messages coming out of the HSE and NPHET.  
 

The faltering roll out of the vaccine programme has also contributed to the collective 
groan that is slowing down the enthusiasm for getting the better of the impact of the 

virus. Various anomalies are having a detrimental effect on some people expecting 

things to be progressing at a faster rate than is currently being experienced.  
 

But there is a note of joy for those who have received their first dose of the vaccine! 
Those lucky individuals share their joyous news like the Annunciation! This Sunday is 

known as Laetare (Rejoicing) Sunday as we have passed the halfway point in our 
Lenten journey. We cling to this note of joy even as we prepare for the events of Holy 

Week. But the end is in sight. 
 

However, there is huge disappointment that the Churches will not open before Easter 
and for the second year in a row the Holy Week and Easter Ceremonies will be 

conducted online and no congregation in the Church.  
 

This puts a strain on all of us who treasure these things. In looking at the signs that 
are emanating from the various agencies it could be May or June before we will see a 

return to limited congregations. This is in contrast with other countries, and 

comparisons are constantly being made with our neighbours up north and across the 
Irish Sea, not to mention countries in Europe and elsewhere. 

 
For the moment, those who are compliant are waiting it out. But there is an 

undercurrent of unrest and the government will need to address this quickly before it 
gets out of hand. Despite the statements from the Taoiseach and Government 

Ministers, the stormy winds and hail in March may be the least of our worries.  
 

The one thing that I cling to is that even in the darkest hour (which we celebrate on 
Good Friday) the Lord our God is with us. The hope of resurrections still remains and 

in time I look forward to experiencing the new life promised. There will certainly be 
bells ringing and joyous ‘Alleluias!’ being sung when the restrictions are lifted. 
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