
MOVING ON 
 

The recent announcement of my appointment to the parish of Dalkey has come as a 
surprise and shock to many. I have been inundated with messages of good wishes, 

despite the inevitable regret that I am leaving Sutton parish.  
 

I have in recent times remarked that I couldn’t believe that I had been here in St. 
Fintan’s for 11 years. It doesn’t feel like it has been that long. That’s a great tribute to 

the wonderful parishioners here and also those who attend here. It has been my 
privilege to have ministered in Sutton.  

 
I am always conscious that I have a special role in the life of the people to whom I am 

assigned, whether it be for happy or sad occasions. I have officiated at Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals, First Confessions, First Communions, Confirmations and many 

other special events in the Parish down through the years. This year with the 
postponement of the celebration of Sacraments once again, I hope to be able to 

celebrate one more time, before I transfer to Dalkey. I have also enjoyed my visits on 

a First Friday to bring the Sacraments of the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist 
to those confined to home by reason of age or illness. 

 
Some people have expressed their sadness by saying “isn’t it terrible that you have to 

move. Can ‘they’ not leave you here, where you are so happy, and where we have 
gotten to know you.” It’s hard to argue against that! But the other side of the story is 

that the Archbishop has the unenviable task of trying to provide for the wider needs of 
the Diocese and with decreasing numbers of priests as his disposal, it is inevitable that 

some priests will be asked to leave one place to go to another. 
 

Since my Ordination, I have had 8 transfers. That’s a lot of moving! We take the full 
contents of the house with us, so, unlike many of the religious congregations, we 

diocesan priests move lock stock and barrel! Even while living in the Parish I had to 
move house twice. The final move was to the wonderfully refurbished apartment that I 

have enjoyed for the past 3 years. The beautiful view from my sitting-room is 

something that I will treasure. It has been a great gift to be able to look out my 
window and see the open space in front of me, with the mountains in the background 

and the bay in the foreground. The bonus of the tidal movements and weather 
patterns ensured that no two days were the same. I will certainly miss Sutton. 

 
The personnel here in the Parish also contributed to my stay here and the Office Staff, 

Sacristans, Parish Centre Staff and the hundreds of volunteers including the 
Ministers of the Word and Eucharist, provided a wonderful support network to 

enable me to carry out my duties. Of late, the Stewards came on board to assist while 
the Covid-19 restrictions were put in place. They have really been so helpful. The pity 

has been that the Choirs have been stood down during this time, but the music has 
continued to be provided by Louisa Cooling, Eoin Conway and Cantors from the 

Senior Choir. 
 

The hope is that, with the roll out of the vaccinations, the Churches will be soon 

permitted to allow the full congregations to return and the celebration of the 
Sacramental life of the Parish will be restored. 



MOVING ON 
 

 
This is the end of an era but the beginning of a new chapter in my life, and the life of 

the Parish of Sutton. I am delighted with the appointment of Fr. Cyril Mangan 
(coming from the Parish of Blanchardstown) whom I have known since he entered 

the seminary a few years behind me. May God bless Fr. Cyril and I ask that you 
continue to pray for me as I cross to the ‘other side’ (of the city). 

 
Le gach dea ghuí agus beannach Dé oraibh. 

 
Slán 

 
Fr. Liam 

 
Ps. While the official date for taking up my appointment is the last weekend of August, 

I suspect it will be a few weeks after that before I will move house, so it’s quite likely 

that I will be around for some of September. 


