
Message from Fr. Liam 
12th June 

With the rain we have been having over the last few days, it has brought welcome relief to 

gardeners and farmers! The cold temperatures that have followed it have not been so welcome. 

Looking out my window on the brown grass – looking more like California or other warm climates – I  

could see a slight tinge of green beginning to emerge. Up to this the only green in the lawn was the 

weeds! 

 

The other noticeable thing (and ‘noticing’ is a word that a lot of people have been using since the 

lockdown) is that I am very confused as to what day it is. This is something that I thought only 

happened to older people!! I am reminded of the lines from the second letter of Peter: But do not 

forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like a day. (2 Pet 3:8) Each day seems to run into another and whereas before I had a 

certain routine on specific days, that all changed and now it is the same practically each day! 

 

But looking back over the past three months I have learned much as slowing down, taking time, 

noticing what is going on, particularly with nature, and most especially despite the hardship of the 

restrictions and cocooning, people’s generosity has been shining through. 

 

Without the generous support of parishioners and their prayers, it would have been more difficult to 

get through these months. As I greeted people returning to the Church during the week, it was 

noticeable how tentative people were, despite their relief at being able to visit St. Fintan’s once 

again after such a long time. Gratitude was the sentiment and joy! And as each day passed more and 

more people dropped by and we had repeat visits! 

 

Please God next week we will be able to extend the opening time to 5.00pm and then we’ll see if all 

goes to plan opening the Church for Mass once again on June 29th. But between this and then we 

have a lot of things to put in place. The seating will be reduced considerably and as the Bishops have 

stated, the Sunday Obligation does not apply at the moment so people may choose to make their 

‘Sunday Mass’ on a weekday. We have not been told yet what the maximum number of people may 

gather for Mass but currently we are anticipating that under the present guidelines with social 

distancing we could accommodate 120 people. (The Church seats about 700) 

 

For the time being, people will not be able to go to their ‘favourite seat’ as the seating has dedicated 

pews for different groups: families, couples, singe people, disabled and Ministers of the Word and 

Eucharist. Also Choirs will not be able to perform for the time being. It’s all so different, but please 

God we will navigate our way through it and look forward to the day when we can choose how we 

gather as a parish community in our own way.  

 

So for those who feel vulnerable do not put yourself under pressure to return as soon as the doors 

open! Take your time. The Lord has sustained us over these past few months and will not think any 

the less of us if we act with caution. Another feature will be how people approach for Holy 

Communion. Adhering to the social distancing rule, it will take a bit longer and hand sanitising 
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before receiving will be a must. There has been much debate about masks and the general principle 

is to wear a mask where people gather. Entering the Church and exiting will also have its own 

routine and people may have to wait to be called in or guided out. A one-way system will be 

established.  

 

The Holy Water fonts will continue to remain empty as per the guidelines by the Bishops.  

 

The important thing to remember is, that as we manage the return to Church worship, we have to 

take it slowly and ensure that people’s health and safety are the primary consideration. 

 

In the meantime the webcam is a great friend and despite the glitches that have occurred at times, it 

has been a vital link. It will continue to be available and I would like people to know that their 

prayers are just as good as the prayers of those who can come to Church. 

 

With every good wish, 

Slán agus beannacht, 

 

Fr. Liam 


