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19th June 2020 

Dear Friends, 

As the grass is slowly regaining its normal colour, there is a sense of anticipation about the return of 

public Mass in our churches. As many of you are aware, I take much of my inspiration from the world 

of nature and especially the garden. The garden has been my salvation during this period of 

shutdown. 

Just as some of my plantings have not survived, my thoughts are with those families who have been 

bereaved during this time, and did not have the usual funeral celebration for their loved ones. Some 

died as a result of the Covid-19 virus, but more died of natural causes and some in tragic 

circumstances. In time we will give due recognition of their passing. 

Some of my plantings struggled during the dry spell and have clung on heroically just like those who 

have been ‘cocooning’, unable to visit or have visitors - except an occasional person delivering 

medicines or meals or groceries. Social contact with family was denied apart from the video call. 

Some of my plantings, despite the conditions did well and I have enjoyed seeing them come into 

flower. 

As time has gone by, there have been blessings to give thanks for: the good weather, the 

lengthening days, the quietness without the traffic, the sounds of nature, the good will of people, 

and even though queueing for shopping, there was a patient waiting in line. 

Now that the restrictions are being relaxed, there is a nervousness and excitement about being able 

to return to doing things that up to now have not been permitted.  

Opening the Church for private prayer was a great event, and we had volunteers on duty to ensure 

that the hand sanitising and cleaning down was observed. These new norms will have to become 

second nature to us as we return to more usual activities. So when we open once again for Mass, we 

have to ensure that those attending will follow new ways for entering and exiting the Church and 

ensure that they use the hand sanitisers both on entering, before and after receiving Communion 

and on exiting the Church. To avoid close contact with others we will have a ‘one-way’ system in 

place. There is no doubt there will be some confusion at the beginning, but just as people adapted 

when going shopping, we trust that those coming to Mass will exercise patience and cooperate with 

those assisting.  

As mentioned before, there will be designated seating, so for the time being, the ‘favourite seat’ will 

have to wait until the restrictions are fully lifted. We have also placed a notice where people sit (SIT 

HERE) and markings on the floor to indicate the direction to follow. 

I am grateful to the steering group who have put a lot of thought and effort into preparing for this 

moment. The Archbishop has laid down strict guidelines to be adhered before he will allow parishes 

to open their Churches once more for Mass. We are happy that we have put in place what is 

required and that parishioners will follow these to ensure that we can accommodate as many people 

as we can. 

Speaking of accommodating people, as previously announced, there will be reduced capacity in our 

Church, and we may not be able to take all the numbers who wish to attend. I am asking that those 

who are vulnerable or unwell would not attend for the time being. For those attending we ask that 

protective face covering be worn. 
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The Sunday observance is dispensed for the time being, and people may choose to attend on a 

weekday instead. This will also be subject to not exceeding the maximum permissible number who 

may be in the Church. 

So, while much has improved in terms of the restrictions being lifted, we are still not completely free 

and we can only do what we can to ensure that the spread of the Covid-19 virus is not down to any 

lapse on our part. 

I recently returned to read a book that I had read many years ago by Fr. Gerard W Hughes SJ, called 

the ‘God of Surprises’. He referred to the fact that God is not just in Church, or when people gather, 

but is also present to us in all circumstances. Sometimes we are unaware or immune to God’s 

presence. What this pandemic has offered us is a new way of seeing things and opening our eyes to 

the wonder of God’s presence in ways that we may have forgotten or never thought of before. 

 

May God continue to bless you, protect you and guide you. 

Slán 

 

Fr. Liam 

 


