
Message from Fr. Liam 19th April 2020 

Dear friends, 

Over the past few weeks I have been reflecting on the situation that we are in at the moment and 

have drawn comfort from the various messages, texts and general good will that abounds in our 

parish and community. The weather has helped keep the mood positive though for those who are 

‘cocooning’ it may not be so comfortable.  

I have been kept busy most days by regular parish activities such as daily Mass, funerals and general 

administration. Because of the beautiful weather I have been able to spend time in the garden, 

clearing weeds and planting summer and late summer plants and bulbs. It certainly provides some 

respite from the lack of activity in other areas of parish life. 

I am thinking especially of the Confirmations and First Communions. Our Confirmation ceremony 

was set for Friday 8th May. Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions there is no way that the 

Confirmations can be held. The same applies to First Holy Communions. At the moment, it is unlikely 

that the First Communions will take place on their scheduled dates of 16th & 23rd May. 

We await further direction from both the Health Authorities and the Diocese in terms of when large 

gatherings can take place. 

While not having to attend evening meetings has been a bonus, I find myself watching a bit more 

television and I have resorted to old tv series to amuse myself. One of the things that struck me is 

that in 1960’s tv series smoking was a major part of the story. You see people automatically taking 

up a cigarette and lighting it! How times have changed for a lot of us who put away our cigarettes. 

The other remarkable thing that struck me in these days of social distancing is how people in 

ordinary relations greeted each other with a handshake or embrace. I suddenly found myself 

cringing while watching it. How will we ever go back to the simple human gesture of a handshake or 

other similar greeting? 

This Sunday, the Second Sunday of Easter, designated Divine Mercy Sunday, continues the Easter 

theme of the presence of the Risen Jesus among us. The First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

speaks about the great community spirit that was part of the early Christian community. Something 

that we are rediscovering in a small way during this crisis. The gospel speaks of how the risen Jesus 

found a way into the presence of the disciples who were locked away in a room for fear of the locals. 

Jesus’ words were: ‘Peace be with you’, ‘As the Father sent me, so I am sending you’. 

Thomas was not present, but later joined his group and once again, Jesus appeared to them, inviting 

Thomas to place his hands where Jesus’ wounds were. ‘Doubt no longer but believe’, said Jesus to 

Thomas. 

What can we take from that? I feel for those who tirelessly and ceaselessly put their own bodies at 

risk to help those with diseases like Covid-19 and other infectious diseases. The other side of it too, 

is that Thomas could represent our sense of disbelief in all manner of things when they are staring us 

in the face.  

As the efforts continue to respond to the pandemic, and it doesn’t look like it will end soon, we pray 

that as a believing community in the risen Christ, his mercy will flow to those who are bound by pain, 

suffering, isolation, challenges to their mental health and those coping with domestic violence. 

 

I ask that the Lord’s peace may dwell with you today and this coming week. 
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There will be Eucharistic Adoration after Mass on Monday until 12.00noon (unless there is a funeral) 

via our webcam. I hope to repeat this on other days during the week – keep an eye out for 

announcements about this. 

 

Best wishes, 

Fr. Liam 

 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG 
 
Cold and wet 
Wind and rain 
Frost and snow 
Low lying sun. 
 
Death or rest 
Frozen in time 
Stillness beneath 
Awaiting the chime. 
 
The sun turns round 
Warming the earth 
Inviting new life 
To awaken from death. 
 
Come alive, rejoice 
Flowers have blossomed 
The world is renewed 
For Spring has sprung! 
 
 
Liam Lacey 
 


