
From Fr. Liam 

The sounds of industry are beginning to multiply, and this was evidenced by the resumption of 
construction in the neighbouring site of Santa Sabina.  

The increase in traffic over these past few weekends has signalled a return to what we used to 
call normal life. 

 
It’s a bit daunting getting used once again to the increase in the number of vehicles on the 
road and the gradual acceleration in activity all around us. 

 
The reappearance of clusters of young people heading off to the beach and moving around on 

bikes like a peloton is causing some people, stepping out gingerly to the big world after being 
isolated for so long, to feel at bit overwhelmed. 
 

But like the tides, these things are inevitable, and we will slowly re-emerge from the 
restrictions of the past four months with some damage but mostly relief that the majority 

have escaped contracting the virus. 
 
We are still wary, and with the reopening of the Churches for public worship on Monday, we 

are looking forward to welcoming parishioners back to St. Fintan’s. the situation has been 
clarified and we are restricted to 50 people in total who may be in the Church at any one time. 

This is a great disappointment to myself and our fantastic steering group who have been 
working feverishly to ensure that we will have a safe environment for people to come to.  

 
Inevitably there will be restrictions within the Church, it won’t be the same as before. There 
will be designated places where people will be asked to sit, allowing for the 2-metre distance 

between people. Every second pew is roped off. There are hand sanitisers positioned in the 
doorways and there will be a new arrangement for receiving Holy Communion. The wearing of 

face coverings is strongly recommended, and there will also be a one-way system in operation 
for entry into the Church, going to receive Holy Communion, and exiting the Church. Stewards 
will be on hand to assist people and I would like to thank all the volunteers who stepped 

forward to assist us.  
 

There will also be a team of people who will clean down surfaces after each Mass and we will 
have other measures in place as we become more attuned to the needs as they arise. 
 

This is a steep learning curve for us to negotiate and we hope that we can meet the challenge 
that this has presented with confidence. 

 
In the meantime, as Archbishop Eamonn Martin said in an interview on Friday, people should 
not feel the need to rush back to the Church. Time should be allowed to slowly return to what 

we were used to doing. The webcam has been a great source of comfort to many and an 
outreach from the parish. So for those who can I suggest you continue to join us in prayer via 

the webcam for the time being. 
 
May God continue to guide us as we move forward and watch over those who are in the front 

line of the pandemic. 
 

 
Beannacht. 
 

Fr. Liam 


