
Fr. Liam’s Message 9 June 2020 

It’s great that the current restrictions are gradually being relaxed after almost three months of 
severe containment of people. By and large this has been successful in arresting the spread of the 
virus and thankfully, we have been spared in this area. The continuing toll, though, on people’s 
mental well being is something that can’t be quantified.  
 
The huge increase in traffic over the weekend and the queues outside shops reopening after the 
shut down is a sign of the sense of freedom that people are now expressing after a long period of 
staying at home. 
 
Over the course of the lockdown our webcam service has been a great boon to parishioners and 
other people. I’ve heard of people viewing from various parts of the country and beyond, and of 
course with funerals being restricted to 10 people attending, it was an important means for 
relatives and friends to participate in the funeral rites. However, I noted an increase in people 
coming into the Church for funerals in recent days and with the extension of the attendance to 25 
people, I hope that more liberties will not be taken, as it will increase the risks of spreading the 
virus once again.  
 
Speaking of the webcam, we have had issues lately with our sever. With the increase in Churches 
availing of webcams, the server suffered ‘drop out’, usually around 10.00am just as Mass was 
beginning. This was obviously due to the fact that so many people tuned in as Mass was due to 
start putting a strain on the internet! Now the server has been upgraded and hopefully, that will 
resolve issue. There are always local factors that can affect the reception as well. Internet slows 
down the further away from the exchange you are, and with many more people at home pressure 
is also placed on the internet. However, I am thrilled that so many or our senior parishioners have 
become savvy with the technology, even if they are helped by younger members of the family!  
 
When the webcam went down last Friday, it provoked an immediate response from many 
parishioners, which gave me an indication of the numbers tuning in. It took until Saturday to have it 
restored. So I had the odd experience of celebrating Mass on Saturday morning knowing that no 
one could join in. Having become so used to celebrating Mass, though alone in the Church, I was 
conscious of the fact that parishioners were praying with me. So to suddenly realise that there was 
nobody able to watch I felt vey lonely. Thankfully the webcam was restored although another ‘drop 
out’ occurred on Sunday morning but it was resolved quickly. 
 
Now that it will become possible to resume the celebration of public Masses beginning on June 
29th, we will be readying the Church to accommodate the new reality of social distancing. Seating 
will be restricted, and the benches will be marked for families, couples, individuals. All the things 
we have become used to while out shopping will also apply to everyone coming to Mass: Hand 
sanitising, cough etiquette and social distancing. As the Archbishop has mentioned, the obligation 
to attend Mass on Sunday does not apply and if people are nervous coming to Sunday Mass they 
can attend on a weekday.  
 
So there is a lot yet to deal with as we slowly return from the restrictions and we pray that common 
sense and taking it step by step will prevail. 
 
Slán 
Fr. Liam 


