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Today is St. Swithin’s Day. It was raining this morning. Does that mean we will have 40 days more 

rain, or will the fact that it was dry this afternoon, mitigate the prediction and give us some respite 

from the rain? It’s hard to believe that during the hardest part of the lockdown we had the most 

beautiful sunny weather! What would it have been like if we were having to deal with dark, damp 

drizzly or even wet days during that period? There has been enough worry and concern without 

having to deal with the weather. 

One of the many aspects to this Covid-19 pandemic is the plethora of statistics that are being turned 

out every day. No matter what TV station or Radio station you tune into, the statistics about the 

virus and its effects are churned out, giving local and global figures to keep us up to date with the 

spread of the virus. 

A consequence of this is that it can cause more worry and anxiety among a certain section of society, 

mainly older people, and prolongs the sense of nervousness about going out and mixing with others, 

whether it be shopping or going for coffee or a meal. There are numerous appeals to the 

government to relax restrictions so that people can socialise in pubs and restaurants. Business 

owners are putting pressure to be allowed to open up with the minimum of restrictions on the one 

hand and yet the patrons are worried that if they do socialise will they catch the virus?  

The topic of young people and their seeming lack of concern for social distancing also creates a 

climate of anxiety among those who are striving to comply with the recommendations from the 

medical people who are advising the government. Then, there are those straining at the leash to go 

on a sun holiday and have booked their flights and accommodation in the hope that they won’t be 

prevented from leaving the country. 

It’s all a mixed bag at the moment. People are edgy, straining at the leash to get back to the way 

they used to live, but if there is one thing that this pandemic has taught us is that there is no going 

back to that. We live in a new reality and while we have adapted very well for the most part, there is 

impatience at not being able to resume life as were accustomed to.  

There was excitement and nervousness at the reopening of the Church for public Mass and the fact 

that we were able to increase the numbers allowed in the Church to 85 was a welcome change. But 

when you think that the Church can seat over 600 people that is a small figure. But it is great to see 

the numbers of people who are attending daily Mass. I am grateful to our dedicated team of 

stewards who assist daily in the Church. They also clean down the seats after each Mass. We 

purchased a machine to disinfect the Church each day as well as providing hand sanitisers at 

numerous locations. All this is to ensure comfort and safety of those who come to Church. 

I am happy to acknowledge the fact that so many people who come to daily Mass are using face 

coverings. These face coverings can be awkward, but it is heartening to see how seriously our 

parishioners are taking the advice. For the past two weekends since we resumed public Masses the 

attendances have been small. There was a fear that many more people would turn up for Sunday 

Mass and we would have to turn people away. However, that has not been the case. We are happy 

to invite people to come to Mass at the weekend. 

So as we await news of what restrictions will be relaxed on Monday next, I wish you all well and 

once again thank our faithful parishioners and those who attend our Church for your kindness and 

cooperation. 

Slán agus beannacht Dé oraibh. 

Fr. Liam 


