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You may have noticed that I wear glasses.  

I have been wearing glasses since the age of 12. I wore glasses (or spectacles as they were 

known) from an early age up to about 8 years of age. However, I discovered that my vision 

was not as good as it should be (when I boarded the wrong bus!) and had to begin wearing 

glasses again. This enabled me to see clearly the blackboard in school and the number on 

the bus!! Now, if I remove them my whole word is blurred from beyond my nose! 

So my spectacles are a vital instrument to allow me to see things clearly and to help me live 

my life. On one occasion I thought I might go for contact lenses, but I had so much difficulty 

poking my eyes trying to insert the lens that I decided it wasn’t for me! I also investigated 

getting an operation to correct the vision but was told that one eye could be done, but that I 

would have to have reading glasses, so what was the point? I’d be more likely to mislay the 

glasses than have them on permanently. I recall an occasion where one of my nieces 

became upset when I removed my glasses as she didn’t like the face that looked at her. My 

glasses are part of me and that’s that! 

These thoughts came to mind as I was reflecting the other day on the continuing lockdown 

that has been with us since the end of March. We are being called on every day to see 

things with ‘new eyes’. Our vision is a bit cloudy as there seems to be no clear end in sight. 

We are having to adapt to the new reality of avoiding human contact and developing new 

social norms. 

Who would have thought that you would be allowed to wear a mask going into a bank? 

The underlying fear and anxiety that many people are experiencing will only manifest itself 

later. In the meantime, we are trying to ‘act normal’ but aware that it is a new world that 

we are experiencing. 

Time and again over the past two months I have given thanks for the bright days of Spring. 

The fact that we have had mostly sunny days despite chilly winds, has been a blessing. 

Gardening has been a wonderful outlet for me. This time of shutdown has allowed me to get 

a handle on the garden that had been neglected for over 3 years since the work on the 

revamping of the Presbytery began. The other remarkable thing I observed was the number 

of parents with small children out for walks – training them to ride their bikes or little 

scooters, taking a break from the ‘home schooling’. 

To me it is almost like a retreat – and for some a silent retreat. There is time to reflect, to 

stop, to notice, to listen. These are moments we may never have again. 

In the past few days, I have also noticed an increase in traffic and general activity. The 

anticipation of a relaxation in the restrictions has seen a greater level of movement and it 

was lovely to see people who have been ‘cocooning’ for the past seven to eight weeks. They 

surely must be ready to become beautiful butterflies! 

While parish life has been severely curtailed for the past two months and we have 

witnessed an increase in deaths for this time of year with strict limits on attendances at 

funerals. My thoughts and prayers are with the bereaved at this time. We are so blessed 
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that the late Monsignor John Fitzpatrick RIP had the foresight to have the webcam installed 

and it has been a great comfort to many people. 

However, nothing compares to having a congregation in the Church and I look forward to 

the day when this can happen. At a parish level we are beginning to plan for this and are 

looking at ways to ensure that the Church building will be a safe place to gather when the 

restrictions are lifted. 

But many special celebrations have had to be postponed or cancelled. Our Confirmation 

Ceremony and First Communions could not take place. It is hoped that perhaps in the 

Autumn if the situation allows, that they can be marked. But it is all uncertain. We await 

guidance from the government and Diocese. Weddings and Baptisms have also been put on 

hold and, so too, the Annual Mass in St. Fintan’s Cemetery. 

So, to go back to the image used at the beginning of this musing, we are living in a very 

different world than we had been used to and have to view things with new eyes. Our 

glasses may need new lenses to focus more clearly on what is important in living. 

Our faith has been tested and our prayer life has had to adapt. But practical Christianity has 

had a chance to emerge in new ways. Neighbourliness and Acts of Kindness have 

demonstrated that in a crisis humanity can show itself in its true colours. 

To those who are still anxious or afraid; to those who have life threatening disease, or 

children with special needs, there are still challenges to be faced and assistance sought. I 

pray that you will not be left alone to find support and the resources to alleviate the distress 

that you are experiencing. 

Each day I light candles in the Church before the Altar to represent the prayers and 

intentions of those who are unable to access the Church to light a candle themselves. Be 

assured of my prayers and the prayers of those who join us via the webcam each day. 

I am grateful to Fr. Gabriel and Fr. Peter (Baldoyle) who help as well. Fr. Gerry (Howth) has 

had to ‘cocoon’ so I know that it has been a strange experience more so for him. 

Please God, we will emerge from this crisis with a new appreciation of the important things 

in life and give thanks for blessings we may never have realised before. 

Slán 

Fr. Liam 

 

 


