
NEW HOPE 

The long-awaited announcement from an Taoiseach on Thursday came as most welcome news. The 

relaxation of the restrictions imposed from December 26th last has led to a weariness that was 

increasingly affecting the mood of the nation. So many people have been impacted in the effort to 

curtail the spread of the coronavirus and there were many who affected by the Covid-19 virus itself. 

The hospitals were overrun after Christmas and all involved in health care and support services are 

exhausted by the effort to stem the tide of infection. 

To hear an Taoiseach tell the nation that over the next few weeks we will be able to undertake 

activities that were denied to us since the end of last year was a shot in the arm – just like the 

vaccination that is being rolled out at the moment. So many people are walking around with a spring 

in their step after receiving the vaccination and among the senior members of our parish there is a 

great sense of relief. 

Now those same people, who have been isolating themselves for a long time, are looking forward to 

meeting up with family members and especially grandchildren. Now, comes the news that they will 

be able to return to Church to attend Mass in person, albeit with a limit on the numbers attending. 

The Archbishop, Dr. Dermot Farrell, has received further clarification that we can return to the pod 

system that was in place before Christmas. We will have two pods in the Church. A gap of four 

metres has to be maintained between each pod and no crossing between pods. Each section will 

have its own entrance/exit route. We will have stewards in place once again to assist in ensuring 

that the proper protocols are adhered to. The number permitted into St. Fintan’s will be 80 as it was 

before Level 5 restrictions came into force on St. Stephen’s Day. Face coverings continue to be 

mandatory. 

Funerals (and Weddings) are restricted to 50 people only. Funerals are still considered private 

family events and therefore others are encouraged to view the live streaming of the funeral Mass on 

the parish webcam. 

The Archbishop has also indicated, as per the Taoiseach’s announcement, that Confirmations and 

Communions are not to take place at the moment. A separate announcement will be made when it 

is considered appropriate to organise these Sacraments. 

I look forward to welcoming parishioners back to the Church from Monday May 10th and I pray that 

with the roll out of the vaccination programme increasing all the time, we will soon be able to return 

to many more regular activities. 
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