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The change of the clocks last weekend has reminded us all of the shortening days with 
the last months of the year approaching. The trees have been shedding their leaves 

apace and the sun is getting lower in the sky as each day passes. The temperature has 
dropped, and the weather is definitely on the chilly side. The schools are on mid-term 

break and the effects of Level 5 are noticeable in the reduction of traffic on our roads. 
The constant debate about mask wearing and social distancing is still occupying 

discussions on the airwaves and on the streets. 
 

A lot of discussion is focussing on the Halloween celebrations, or lack thereof and the 
push to have trading back in time for the Christmas rush and spending spree. Parents 

are scrambling to come up with ideas as to how to entertain the children and sharing 
stories of my own childhood won’t satisfy the consumer led celebrations of these 

traditional feasts! 
 

According to Irish mythology, Samhain (like Bealtaine) was a time when the 

'doorways' to the Otherworld opened, allowing supernatural beings and the souls of 
the dead to come into our world; while Bealtaine was a summer festival for the living, 

Samhain "was essentially a festival for the dead".1 Dressing up in costumes was all 
part of warding off the souls of the dead. 

 
In the Christian tradition the celebration of All Saints and All Souls goes back to the 7th 

Century. We mark All Saints with a special commemoration of all the Christians who 
have died (in the New Testament the Christians were referred to as ‘saints’ – now we 

call ‘saints’ those whose example offer encouragement to live the Christian way. 
 

It is traditional to remember our dead in the month of November, and there are lots of 
local customs which people observe during this time. Some people abstain from 

alcohol, or practise other penances in memory of their deceased. When I was growing 
up there was a tradition of visiting 7 Churches or graveyards and praying for the 

Pope’s intentions and Indulgences were granted for remission for sins. That has 

largely died out but decorating graves is still very popular.  
 

In parishes there is usually a special ceremony or Mass of Remembrance for those 
who died during the course of the year. This year because of the Level 5 restrictions it 

will not be possible to have people attend this Mass but we will celebrate a Mass on 
Sunday 15th November at 12.30pm for deceased parishioners and in remembrance of 

all our deceased relatives and friends. It will be available on our webcam and we hope 
to be able to post it on our Facebook page for those who cannot view it on the day.  

 
During the initial lockdown between March and June, numbers attending funerals were 

very limited. At that time it was hoped that we could return to a situation where there 
would be no restrictions on numbers attending Church and families along with 

relatives and friends could attend Mass for the deceased. Sadly, that wasn’t to be, and 
many families were denied the possibility of honouring their loved ones with a more 

traditional celebration. As is customary at our annual Mass we will call out the names 

 
1  Monaghan, Patricia (2004). The Encyclopedia of Celtic Mythology and Folklore. New York City: Infobase 
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of our parishioners buried from St. Fintan’s Church since last November. A special 
candle with the person’s name will be lit (this will be available for collection 

afterwards), and a special candle will be lit for relatives and friends of parishioners. 
 

By the way, each month on the First Friday the 10.00am Mass is celebrated for all 
those whose names are entered onto the Altar List of the Dead. There are envelopes 

available in the Church porches for this purpose. There is a sheet inserted in each 
envelope and people are invited to write in the names of those they wish to be 

remembered on the First Friday. The envelopes can be dropped back to the Post box at 
the Presbytery or the Parish Office. 

 
Even in these darker days, the Christian is filled with hope. The death and Resurrection 

of Jesus offers us a different way at looking at death and is meant to remove the fear 
of death. In the funeral rites we say: “For us life is changed, not ended”. May the souls 

of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 

 
Slán 

 
Fr. Liam 


