
PREPARING FOR EASTER 

The recent covering of Statues and Cross in the Church has caused some debate 
among parishioners. Questions asked as to why this has been done and why, in this 

time of Covid, are people denied the opportunity of seeing their favourite statue? 
Well, there is an explanation, and it has different layers. 

 
We have now entered the final weeks of Lent. Lent is a penitential time that owes its 

origins to the time when candidates were prepared for Baptism. The Baptisms took 
place at the Easter Vigil when the Bishop assembled with the Christian Community to 

celebrate the great feast of Easter – the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

As time went by, the season of Lent was used by Baptised Christians as a time of 
renewal before Easter when the renewal of Baptismal Promises took place. Lent was 

characterised by three elements: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. This was to help 
people to refocus their spiritual life so that the celebration of Easter would be 

significant for them. 

 
In our time, Lent was spent attending Mass, doing the Stations of the Cross or other 

devotions, fasting from sweets, tobacco or alcohol or other ‘vices’. And in recent years 
the Trócaire Box allowed us to give alms towards those in poorer circumstances. 

 
In the liturgical life of the Church, the emphasis is on the call of God to turn back to 

him - ‘metanoia’ – turning around, repentance or reconciliation. There is also a very 
Baptismal emphasis, particularly for those who are preparing for Baptism at Easter.  

 
The Gospel stories in Year A (we have Year A, B, C) are Baptismal in character and 

recall different episodes in the gospels which highlight how certain people came to 
faith in Jesus. The first readings on the Sundays recall Abraham, Noah, Moses, 

Jeremiah, who led the people in faith.  
 

As we celebrate the 5th Sunday of Lent, the tone changes and the focus is on the 

impending Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus. So to direct our attention 
towards the Passion of Jesus, Statues and Crosses in the Church are covered. Walking 

into the Church in these days makes a statement. There is something different 
happening. Aside from the fact that congregations are not permitted except for 

Funerals and Weddings, the starkness of the covering of statues and crosses, forces us 
to ask the question: ‘what’s going on?’ 

 
The following Sunday Palm Sunday of the Passion marks the beginning of Holy Week 

– An Seachtain Mór. The reading of the account of the Passion from the Gospel of 
Mark (Year B this year), draws us into the events that led to the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of  Jesus at Easter. 
 

The striking thing about the liturgy towards the end of the week is that the routine is 
suspended. Lent ends on Holy Thursday. There is no Mass on Holy Thursday morning 

except the Mass of Chrism in the Cathedral Church of the Diocese with the renewal of 

Priestly commitment.  
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What is called The Easter Triduum, begins with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. The 
Easter Triduum is a continuous celebration beginning on Holy Thursday and ending 

with the Easter Vigil. That is why at the end of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper there is 
no blessing or dismissal and at the beginning of the Good Friday Celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion there is no greeting or blessing. It moves straight into the liturgy.  
 

Similarly at the end of the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion the celebrants departs in 
silence. There is no Mass on Holy Saturday morning and the Church is bare, to recall 

the Lord’s time in the tomb. This is a time of anticipation. 
 

The Easter Vigil begins normally with the lighting and blessing of the fire, followed by 
the lighting of the Paschal Candle and the entrance of the light into the darkened 

Church gradually filled with the light from the Candle. The story of the Faith is recalled 
in the series of readings from the Old Testament leading up to the moment of 

celebration of the Resurrection with the singing of the Gloria and Allelulia! 

 
The Church is filled with light and joy! From now on we sing Alleluia, which was 

omitted during Lent. The Gloria is also restored having been left out during Lent. So 
joy and light mark Easter. The triumph of life over death is celebrated in the 

resurrection of Jesus. 
 

Many people wonder how we can celebrate Holy Week this year with the churches 
closed to congregations. Well there are some suggestions that I have come across. For 

those who will be joining us via our webcam (or even those who will watch the 
broadcasts from RTÉ or other TV Channels) you may like to set up a special table with 

items associated with the particular celebration. 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
• Cloth to cover the table (Red is the liturgical colour for today) 

• A piece of greenery from the garden or a piece of cloth 

• A crucifix 
• A Bible 

 
HOLY THURSDAY 

• A Cloth to cover the table (White is the liturgical colour for today) 
• A bowl of water 

• A jug 
• A Towel 

• A Bible 
• A Candle (tea light will do) 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

• A Cloth to cover the table (Red is the liturgical colour for today) 
• A Crucifix 

• A Bible 

• A Candle (tea light will do) 
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EASTER VIGIL/EASTER SUNDAY 
• A Cloth to cover the table (White is the liturgical colour for Easter) 

• A crucifix 
• A Baptismal Candle (or tea light) 

• A Bible 
• A Flower (or bunch of flowers) 

 


