
RESILIANCE 

The storm experienced today reminded me of the old saying: “Never cast a clout till May is 
out!” Never a truer word spoken! The month of May has been very mixed to say the least. 

Temperatures as still below the average and it has affected growth. The rain of recent times 
has been a welcome sight for the gardeners and growers but not everyone is pleased, 

especially those engaged in outdoor pursuits. The heavy showers have spoiled good walks or 
other activities. 
 

As I looked out my window this morning I saw an ESB Networks crew preparing to work on a 
lamp post as the wind and driving rain pelted them. The unfortunate engineer who had to 

travel on the Cherry picker holding a long cable, was the unlucky one who drew the straw! But 
being the resilient worker that he was, he managed to bring the cable to the point for 
connection. 

 
This reminded me once again of the many people whose livelihoods bring them out into 

difficult weather conditions to ensure our safety and comfort. The word ‘resilient’ has been 
used much in recent times to describe how people have dealt with the restrictions and the 
efforts required to avoid the spread of the Covid-19 virus and its variants. 

 
Resilience isn’t something you take down from the shelf, dust it off and apply it. It is borne out 

of an inner strength. Some have that natural ability to see the positive while others struggle to 
see anything good. People of faith are more likely to have resilience in the face of adversity, 

but also people with a positive sense of self and loving kindness. 
 
My resilience was tested on a number of occasions, as I expect many of you also were tested. 

Thankfully, things appear to be improving but ever so slowly in many cases. I draw comfort 
from the fact that the vaccine roll-out is progressing but the news of the HSE computer system 

being hacked has caused more suffering for people who need medical attention is a worry. 
Please God, that situation can be contained and that the disruption that this has caused can be 
dealt with in the near future. 

 
I’ve heard a wag say: ‘God never opens a door, than he shuts another one!’ It is meant in 

jest, but sometimes it can feel that there’s no end to suffering and misery. And then I think of 
the situation in Israel and Gaza and the awful suffering inflicted on innocent people in that 
conflict. Not so long ago we were watching images from India; previously the images were 

coming from Syria, the Yemen, Myanmar, the Mexican border with the U.S.A. 
 

Resilience is something that you see in these people even in the midst of extraordinary 
circumstances. I pray that those who can influence these events for good be given the courage 
and strength and political support to bring about a change. 

 
To end on a happier note: The flowers in my garden are beginning to bloom, I managed to get 

my hair cut by my barber and I’m back out on the golf course. Notice I didn’t say ‘playing 
golf!’ That’s another story. Rory need have no fear!! 
 

Blessings upon you all. 
 

Slán 
 
Fr. Liam  

 


