
RETIRED PRIESTS 

Recently, I met a retired priest at a funeral. Enquiring as to how he was getting on, his 
response stopped me in my tracks. He said, “this pandemic has destroyed the 

priesthood”. I was taken aback, but on reflection, I could empathise with him.  
 

The restrictions imposed on the population and especially attendance at Church and 
the celebration of the Sacraments, has had a profound effect on the pastoral 

involvement of priests. The retired priests have been affected more than most, as they 
were assisting where they could but then were isolated by the strict regulations. 

 
In the early stages most priests over 70 adhered to the call to ‘cocoon’. As a result, like 

many older people of similar age, it removed them from contact with people on a daily 
basis. For senior priests, the celebration of the Eucharist in a Church with a 

congregation, was a special moment in their day. Now they were cut off from that 
essential connection. It took its toll on some of them. 

 

For me, though, I had the task of continuing to reach out through the webcam to 
parishioners and those who chose to tune in. This routine along with the daily 

requirements of keeping the parish going, meant that I had a purpose in the day. This 
was in contrast to many retired priests, who, while coping with their status as retired, 

were now faced with a new challenge. 
 

Of course, what I am describing is not unique to priests, many people in the 
community faced similar issues, but for the priest who is called to serve the people, 

and for those who enjoyed this aspect of their role, it was a challenge to find a new 
way of being a retired priest. 

 
This time of year, the Archbishop arranges the changes of personnel in parishes and 

priests begin to wonder if they will be on the ‘list’. With many more priests reaching 
retirement age, there is greater pressure on the Archbishop to find people to staff the 

parishes where priests will no longer be available. 

 
Please continue to pray for priests, as I know you do. Especially those who are 

stepping back. It is a new way of being and some do better than others in their new 
status. For those remaining, they will be asked to take on extra responsibilities. May 

God’s Spirit give them the health and strength they need to face these challenges. For 
those who will be on the move, may God bless them and help them in their transition. 

 
Le gach dea ghuí, 

 
Fr. Liam 

 


