
RETURNING AND PACKING UP 

When last I wrote I was looking forward to getting away for a well-earned break. It 
coincided with the hottest weather we have had for some time, and I felt blessed that 

the elements were in my favour, even if I did grumble a little about the heat. But that 
was only a minor inconvenience as far as I was concerned. 

 
The freedom of not wearing layers of clothes and feeling as if I was away in a foreign 

country added to the enjoyment of my holiday. I was able to visit the west of Ireland 
in brilliant sunshine and warm temperatures – a luxury in our climate – and I spent 

time with relatives. 
 

Returning to my holiday abode, the weather was mixed but again the chance to meet 
family members was the highlight of my second week. After one week away, some 

people concluded that I had already left the parish! 
 

Now I have returned to Sutton and the prospect of leaving is getting closer. Over the 

past few days I have been catching up with things and beginning the remote 
preparations. Some items have now been packed and are ready for transfer. 

 
In the meantime it will take some time before the house becomes vacant so that I can 

arrange to move my furniture and other household items. There is a bit of pressure 
coming, as those along the chain are waiting for me to set a date in order that they 

can follow suit. As most of you know moving house is stressful, and when you have 
other people as part of the equation, there is bound to be some anxiety around it. 

 
Having moved many times over the years, it still doesn’t get any easier, although my 

last move to the new apartment meant that I ‘downsized’ considerably. But where 
there is space, something will be found to occupy it! 

 
I am deeply grateful for all the wonderful messages I have received, and the good 

wishes that go with them. I appreciate that people are disappointed that I have been 

transferred to another parish, but I must now focus on the task in hand. I will treasure 
in my heart my time in Sutton and the wonderful experiences I have had in the Parish 

and the great spirit I witnessed and also experienced in my time in St. Fintan’s. 
 

You will not be forgotten! 
 

Le gach dea ghuí 
 

Slán go fóill. 
 

Fr. Liam 
 

Ps. While I will be leaving in early September, there will be some outstanding matters 
to be attended to so I will be back and forth for a little while after. 


