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Last Monday I walked out of the Sacristy to begin the first Mass since the restrictions 
were lifted on people attending and the congregation burst into a spontaneous round 

of applause! It was a surprise to me, and yet it was an expression of relief and joy that 
we could gather once again as a faith community. Others said it was in recognition of 

the fact that I had kept people going through the webcam service. Whatever the 
explanation, it was a happy occasion. 

 
One of the joys of having a congregation was the sound of people responding to the 

invocations. It was refreshing to hear the responses right there in front of me! One of 
the downsides was the familiar tones of mobile phones going off! 

 
Leaving that aside, it was great to have people back and hopefully before the end of 

June, we might have less restriction on numbers. The roll out of the vaccination 
programme has made a difference and there is definitely a change in people’s 

attitudes and spirits. 

 
Another difference was being able to have my hair cut by a barber! Ladies are still 

waiting for their appointments, but shopping is about to be extended to non-essential 
items and that will also boost morale.  

 
While all this is happening, there is still a level of uncertainty, especially as to when 

Baptisms, Confirmations and First Communions can take place as well as celebrating 
the Sacrament of Penance. 

 
The Archbishop, Dr. Dermot Farrell, has written to priests to emphasise the 

importance of keeping to the Government and HSE Guidelines and public health advice 
for the common good. 

 
One of the points he makes is that the number permitted in the church is not to be 

exceeded by people standing outside. He is particularly mindful of occasions when 

more people might gather for Month’s Mind Mass or an Anniversary. He adds: 
 

“I ask you to speak of the importance of all of this at Masses this weekend and 
emphasise the following:  

 
❖ Social distancing at all times 

❖ Maximum numbers permitted in each section and in the church overall 
❖ Face coverings 

❖ Arrangements for receiving Holy Communion 
❖ Sanitizing on entering and exiting the Church 

❖ Only the Cantor sings (and at a distance from all other people) 
❖ No congregating outside the Church doors or in the grounds 

 
He continues: 

 

▪ The Sunday obligation remains suspended 
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▪ Thus, people should consider joining a weekday celebration of the 
Eucharist 

▪ People should not initially plan to come to daily Mass each day 
▪ Wait until matters settle down, and it is clear there is no pressure on the 

maximum capacity of the Church 
▪ Do not operate a loudspeaker outside the Church. The guidelines intend 

the total number of people in the Church to be the total number in the 
immediate area of the building to control socialising afterwards.” 

 
(The full text of the Archbishop’s letter can be found on the Home page of our website 

under ‘Latest News’) 
 

In the meantime I wish everyone well, and thank those parishioners who continued to 
send messages of support and encouragement. The Financial contributions have been 

maintained and again, a sincere ‘Thank You’ to all who continued to send in their 

contributions. 
 

Slán 
 

Fr. Liam 


