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Dear friends, 

 
Today marks the feast of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. These 

Archangels were known by their specific role: Michael (his name means ‘Who is like 
God?’), is the defender; Gabriel (his name means ‘Strength of God’) is the messenger 

who announced to Mary the good news that she was to become the mother of the 
Saviour; and Raphael (‘his name means ‘God’s Remedy’) is the healer. 

 
As we continue this journey of uncertainty with the Covid-19 pandemic and our Level 3 

restrictions, I thought that these Archangels could be brought into play at this time. 
We have desperate need for a bit of light to lead us through the current world crisis.  

 
This time round, I am finding it more of a struggle to cope with the measures that 

have been imposed on us in the City and County of Dublin. The empty Church for daily 

and weekend Mass is challenging to say the least. I know that there are many who 
tune in daily on our webcam and this is consoling, but I am also conscious that it is so 

far removed from the gathering of the faith community that it is having a damaging 
effect on our ability to celebrate our faith in a way that was so much part of our lives. 

 
Some see this as an opportunity to reassess how we celebrate our faith. That is 

necessary always to review how we do things. But I also know that for a lot of our 
parishioners it has changed (perhaps for ever) the traditions of many generations. 

Faith is more than just believing in a set of doctrines. It permeates our way of 
perceiving the world. It is about accepting, sometimes without scientific proof, a sense 

of the love that our Creator has for us. 
 

Deep down, we as humans need the reassurance that things will be better. We accept 
that we cannot reinvent the past or create a utopian future. All we have is the reality 

of NOW. The Bible has reflected the human condition, warts and all. Yet the story of 

the Bible is that God’s loving presence never abandons his people. We always have to 
discover for ourselves, in new ways, how God’s love is revealed. 

 
The perennial question of suffering and how God permits evil and misfortune to befall 

people has no definitive answer. Many of the so-called saints of the Church went 
through their own darkness of doubt and unbelief. Yet what sustained them was the 

overwhelming realisation that God’s love never ends. We are called to search out 
where God is to be found. 

 
Many people in the early stages of the shutdown spoke of the reawakening of Spring, 

the sound of birds, the quietness, the stillness, brought about by the reduction in 
aircraft in our skies and cars and trucks on our roads. Then there was working from 

home and the subsequent time for some parents to have more time with their family. 
 

Now that we have moved on and schools have reopened and colleges and universities 

about to recommence there is a growing sense of panic at the increase in the numbers 
of cases of Covi-19 being detected and no sign of it decreasing. The one positive is 
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that the number of deaths has remained low. But with so many conflicting messages 
circulating and ‘conspiracy’ theorists getting a foothold in adding to the uncertainty, 

there is an increasing sense of information overload. 
 

The constant message being preached is: Wear a mask, observe good hygiene – 
washing hands frequently, covering the mouth when coughing or sneezing – and 

reduce the number of people that you are in contact with. 
 

The number of reports of the devastating effects that this is having on the sick and 
vulnerable, especially those in hospital, is alarming. There is no doubt that the mental 

health of a huge proportion of the population, from young to old, is a worrying 
development. Add to this the fact that many livelihoods have been put on hold, and 

many businesses will not recover. The long-term effects will be felt for some 
generations to come.  

 

Yet, as many people observe, this too, will pass. 
 

I pray for you all. I pray that through the intercession of Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
the harmful effects of this virus will soon ease and we will be able to once again 

socialise, celebrate our lives and the special moments that are so important to each 
person and family, and to find a path to a better world. 

 
In the meantime, do not lose hope. Try to maintain a healthy balance in your daily 

routine. If you do sit down to watch the webcam, create a ‘sacred space’ where you 
can experience the sense of prayer. Even if you cannot join us on the webcam having 

the ‘sacred space’ that you can go to may give you a different outlook. If you can 
access the Jesuit Sacred Space.ie website, that may provide you with spiritual 

nourishment for the day.  
 

I carry you all in my heart and in the Mass that I celebrate each day. 

 
Stay safe. 

 
Slán, 

 
Fr. Liam 


