
SUMMER FLOWERING 

The recent trend towards allowing certain areas to grow wild to encourage biodiversity 
has unusual consequences. The idea is to permit wildflowers to flourish in order that 

bees and other insects can profit from their food to maintain their populations. You 
will notice this trend more and more on margins where Co. Councils have sown 

wildflower seeds and they are now coming into full bloom. 
 

In the church grounds a little experiment began last year with small areas of the grass 
being allowed to grow without being mown. It drew mixed reviews with some people 

puzzled by the fact that areas of the grounds were left to grow wild, while others 
delighted in this.  

 
This year we are doing this again. One of the benefits of this ‘wilding’ is that new 

wildflowers are emerging that have not been seen before. Foxgloves are making their 
presence felt along with traditional wildflowers associated with our location. 

 

This year I have noticed that there are orchids growing in one of the patches of grass 
that has been lightly mowed. Initially, I spotted 5, now, a few days later, at least 10 

are visible. The purple heads are not very big, but it’s a start. I wonder if you have 
spotted them? 

 
Recently, also I have been planting some flowers that I grew from seed. This 

experiment, like all experiments, particularly in gardening terms, has had successes 
and failures. The traditional marigolds are doing well, though the dwarf asters are 

struggling in the dry sandy soil. Other seedlings are struggling so I await to see if they 
can survive the current dry spell.  

 
The dandelions are causing me a lot of grief. Unfortunately, due to a lack of attention, 

the dandelions and other wild plants have managed to gain a large foothold in the 
flower borders and no amount of trying to uproot them has succeeded in clearing 

them. The roots break off and they come back stronger and more vigorous. A JCB is 

the only way to uproot them!! So you will see them taking over areas where I have 
tried to fill with some colourful bedding plants. 

 
Oh well! That’s the lot of a gardener!! 

 
In the meantime, enjoy the surprises and delights as nature shows its hand during 

these days. The summer blooms are beginning to show off and I am looking froward 
to the flower beds showing off. 

 
Ádh mór leis an garraíodóireacht agus Bíodh samhradh taitneamhach agat. 

 
Beannacht. 

 
 

Fr. Liam 


