
THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

On Thursday morning last, as I crossed from the Presbytery to the back door of the 
Church, I looked out towards the sea. I took a double-take as I noticed that a 

Christmas Tree was standing tall in the middle of the lawn! Fingal County Council 
workers had placed the annual gift of a Christmas Tree in front of the Presbytery at an 

early hour. 
 

Six weeks out from Christmas the first tangible sign that we are entering into that 
season was evident. With all the talk about whether we could have a ‘traditional 

Christmas’ this year, Fingal County Council Parks Department were not going to 
disappoint us! 

 
There is no doubt that a lot of attention is being focussed on Christmas this year. With 

the continuing Level 5 restrictions still in place for another two and a half weeks, there 
is growing anxiety about what the decision of the government will be in light of 

recommendations from the NPHED committee. So much emphasis is being placed on 

the loss of trading, closure of businesses and the mental and psychological effects the 
restrictions that have already been caused to people.  

 
The reassurance of the ads on TV with their Christmas music and Christmas imagery 

are now trying to get us into that upbeat frame of mind. One of the ads gives the 
assurance: ‘He will come’ when the child asks ‘will he still come this year’? Which 

leads me onto the message of Christmas from the Christian point of view. 
 

Notice how the word ‘Christ’ is in the word ‘Christmas’. It is all to do with the coming 
of ‘The Christ’, the ‘Anointed One’. Jesus (Saviour) is the ‘Word made flesh’, who 

has come among us. He has come to bring the ‘Good News’ of God’s love. This is the 
message that the world longs to hear. A message of hope, a message of peace, a 

message of love.  
 

In this pared back year for so many of us, the Christian message needs to be heard. I 

have heard words like ‘solidarity’, ‘community’, ‘compassion’, ‘neighbourliness’, 
and many more to describe how we can all work together to stop the spread of the 

virus, and ensuring that the most vulnerable are protected. Like all things that we 
aspire to, there can be bumps along the road, and there can be mistakes and lapses. 

But the journey of life is never smooth all the time. It is what we make of it that 
determines whether we can face up to the challenges. 

 
The other element that we are reminded of is the sense of expectation, the waiting. 

It seems interminable to a young child. Time moves slowly. For adults, time seems to 
go faster, and the more years under our belt the more frequently it seems things 

come round again. This year’s waiting is even more special. Even allowing for the fact 
that the Churches may be allowed to open for public attendance at Mass it is unlikely 

that the numbers will be increased from what they were before Level 3 and Level 5 
restrictions came into force. So our Christmas celebrations in the Parish will be 

severely curtailed.  

 



THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

I am hoping that, with the help of the Diocesan Liturgical Office, we will be able to 
provide simple ceremonies that can be held either at home or in the Church via 

webcam. The old tradition of having Family Prayer needs to be updated and it will be 
possible to mark Christmas with more home type prayer. The tradition of visiting the 

Crib in the Church will continue but again, perhaps a gathering around the Crib at 
home (created by the family, if possible) and prayers said, could be another way of 

celebrating Christmas. 
 

The one thing that we are assured of is that the Lord will come. Advent Season, the 
season of waiting, and which marks the new Liturgical Year for the Church, (29th 

November) is a time of Hope. Let us keep that sense of hope in our hearts. Let us not 
allow the sense of fear or anxiety take over our lives. It is tough at the moment. But to 

quote the often over used phrase, the darkest time is just before the dawn. The 
placing of the feast of Christmas – the Birth of the Saviour – in the darkest time of the 

year in the Northern Hemisphere, was to illustrate the point, that just when things 

seem at their darkest, a light emerges to fill our lives once more. 
 

Stay safe. 
 

Slán, 
 

Fr. Liam 


