
THE NEW YEAR 

 

The 1st day of January 2021 began with a muted fanfare. The hopes and aspirations of 

the world are looking for a very different year ahead. The general commentary in the 
last days of December amounted to a ‘good-riddance’ to 2020.  

 
The prevailing sense is that 2020 was a bad year and the sooner we leave it behind the 

better. But not all things about 2020 were bad. It’s just that our tendency is to focus 
on the bad and forget the good things. That’s life and it’s a part of the human way of 

dealing with life. 
 

I am not denying that in certain parts of the world there were catastrophic events, like 
the bush fires in Australia, and forest fires in California, floods in Asia and other parts 

of the world. Natural disasters that had a human component in them. Pope Francis has 

been preaching for some time now about care for creation. In ‘Laudato Si’ he 
expressed his hope that world leaders would pay more attention to the fragile nature 

of the world we live in and cease to destroy the resources of the earth for pure gain. 
Greed has overtaken some industries and some peoples are forced into competing 

against big business in order to survive.  
 

The Covid-19 virus is attributed to poor practice and hygiene although some subscribe 
to more sinister conspiracy theories. The sad fact is that it has dominated the agenda 

for practically the whole year. Many governments, including our own, have imposed 
restrictions on our day to day lives to try and curtail the spread of the virus, and we 

have discovered that when these restrictions were eased, the virus spread more 
rapidly with new strains of the virus proving to be more infectious than the original.  

 
Yet in all of this, we are called to appreciate the gift of nature, the gift of friendship 

and the gift of faith. It is when these are curtailed or threatened that we wake up to 

the fact that they are precious and worth preserving. 
 

At the moment, there is great anxiety about the ability of our Health Service to cope 
with the explosion of the spread of the disease. More and more people are catching 

the virus, and our hospitals and ICU’s are currently under pressure. Even I have to 
isolate for the moment as I came in contact with someone who is a close contact of a 

confirmed case. While for the most part the effects are mild, nevertheless the concern 
is that a more vulnerable person will come in contact with the virus and it could prove 

fatal. So it is essential that we observe the protocols to ensure the virus does not 
spread the way it has up to now. 

 
What of the year ahead? Hope springs eternal. The arrival of vaccines is a bright note 

to begin the year, but it will take a considerable amount of time before it will have a 
cumulative effect. It is within our grasp to make a difference. While people are weary 

of the constant see-saw of restrictions followed by easing followed by more 

restrictions, there is no doubt that we will eventually come through this.  
 

Will we take this opportunity to reassess the way we live our lives? Will we appreciate 
more the gift of the earth’s resources? Will we appreciate the kindness of neighbours 

and friends? Will we appreciate the simple gestures of a hug or handshake once again? 



THE NEW YEAR 

 

I do hope so. 

 
At the outset of this year may you discover riches in your life that you never realised 

you had before. 
 

I leave you with a blessing prayer taken from the Book of Numbers and beloved of St. 
Francis of Assisi. 

 
 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 

Slán 
 

Fr. Liam 
 

Ps The Launch of the book “Echoes of the Heart” was a great success and was sold 
out before Christmas. A reprint will be ordered and for those who didn’t manage to 

get their hands on a copy, there will be another opportunity to purchase the book. 
Thanks to all involved in its production and launch and especially to those who 

purchased the book and sent it on as a gift to friends and relations. 


