
Parish Progress Report – From the Parish Pastoral Council 

 

The main function of the St. Fintan’s Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is to advise and help the Parish Priest to 

progress and service the Parish Vision. The objectives of The Pastoral Council are to: 

 

i) Help to promote and develop the Christian life of the parish  

ii) Encourage dialogue and co-operation between parishioners and organisations which make up the 

parish community  

iii) Help to initiate and provide structures whereby all parishioners can participate in the ministry and 

pastoral administration of the parish. 

 

The PPC is representative of the many groups and c. 300 volunteers engaged in parish activities, including: 

Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Collectors, Cleaners, Flower Arrangers, Cash counters, Altar Servers, Liturgy 

Team, Baptism Team, Funeral Team, Parish Property and Finance Committee, Legion  of Mary, etc. 

 

In the four years since it opened the Parish Pastoral Centre has proven to be a great success. It provides the 

venue for a variety of activities such as Pilates, Bridge, Taekwondo, Keep Fit and an Active Retirement 

Group. In addition the coffee-dock has proved to be extremely popular with those parishioners simply 

wanting a chat and a cup of tea/coffee. Our thanks go to the management team, and all who help to keep the 

centre clean, warm and welcoming. 

 

Moving the parish office into the pastoral centre facilitated the opening of the chapel for Eucharistic 

Adoration at the entrance to the Church. The Adoration team would really welcome any parishioners who 

wish to join with them in quiet reflection and prayer. 

 

The renovation of the Presbytery was completed in 2018, with Fr. Liam returning there in time for Christmas 

2018. We extend a very special welcome to Fr. Gabriel Flynn who moved into the Presbytery in 2019 in the 

role of assistant to the priests of our Grouping. 

 

Each year sees the celebration of First Communion and Confirmation. Our thanks go to the teachers in the 

local schools who support Fr. Liam in preparing the children to receive the Sacraments.  

 

The Liturgy team provide assistance to Fr. Liam in the preparation of the liturgy at Christmas, Easter and 

other special occasions, such as the Mass for the Sick.  

The Funeral Ministry Team continues its work supporting families at a time of bereavement.  

Sr. Jacinta continues her visits to the sick and elderly housebound parishioners in their homes and in the 

nursing homes.  

The Baptism team is always on hand to assist the parents and families at this important sacrament. 

 

Safeguarding our Children and Vulnerable Adults – The Parish Pastoral Council, together with other PPCs in 

our Grouping held a number of training sessions again this year on Child Safeguarding and Garda Vetting. 

We also completed and submitted the bi-annual Parish Audit on Child Safety to the Diocese in 2019. Denise 

Twohig is our parish safeguarding children rep and a member of the PPC. On behalf of all parishioners, we 

thank her for her dedicated work in this most important role. 

 

Stalwart work is done week in and week out by the Ministers of the Eucharist, the Readers and collectors at 

Sunday Mass. Not to be forgotten are the ‘hidden’ ministries of those parishioners who clean the church and 

prepare the floral arrangements.  

The PPC organised a very successful Afternoon of Reflection in the Parish Pastoral Centre for the Groups 

operating in the parish. The attendees found the presentation by Fr. Mike Drennan SJ very uplifting and 

inspiring. 

 

The PPC organised a presentation from the Office for Evangelisation and Ecumenism in Clonliffe which 

sought to define the future role of the PPC in building the parish of the future. The PPC also wrote a letter to 

the Archbishop outlining its view on the role of the PPC and proposed that a structure be put in place where 



lay people are trained, preferably with some qualification in religious instruction, who will then work on a 

part-time basis with schools, community groups and parish ministries. 

 

The Family Mass each Sunday continues to be popular with children and parents, with the Junior Choir 

adding so much to the celebration. Its continued success is very dependent upon parents stepping forward to 

help - if you would like to help, why not volunteer? The Altar Servers’ Ministry was reintroduced in 2014, we 

thank Fr. Liam and Lilly Molloy for all their work with the servers.  

 

The Senior Choir provide wonderful music accompaniment to the 12.30 Sunday Mass as well as liturgies at 

Easter, Christmas, Mass of the Sick and the annual Cemetery Mass. The choir welcomed new members in 

recent years and more singers are always welcome. The Christmas Concert performed by both parish choirs 

plus guests on December 11
th
 was a great success as ever. Special thanks to MC, Ian Dempsey who helps to 

make this a real parish community event.    

 

The three Parish Pastoral Councils (PPCs) in our Grouping, Baldoyle, Howth and Sutton, meet regularly 

throughout the year. The PPCs use these meetings to update each other on parish issues, plans and events, 

while also considering challenges and undertaking joint initiatives. 

Joint initiatives to date include: Close collaboration and joint parishioner communication on the 2019 Mass 

schedule review; Joint review of newsletter publication; Joint training of Eucharistic Ministers; Wider 

inclusion in plans for the annual Saint Fintan’s Cemetery Mass. 

 

A review of the Mass Schedules in the three parishes of our Grouping became necessary in 2019. The review 

was carried out by priests in the Grouping together with the three parish pastoral councils, in consultation 

with many parishioners. At the forefront of our deliberations was the convenience of the Parishioners in our 

Parish Grouping and what the priests could reasonably and practically manage in the celebration of Masses. 

The revised Mass schedule was introduced in Spring 2019, and has been generally very well received. We 

thank all parishioners for their input into the process and for their on-going cooperation.  

 

Howth/ Baldoyle/Sutton Inter-church Group includes members of the Christian churches in the Grouping 

area. This group has organised a number of events, including the Easter morning sunrise prayer service and a 

series of Spring lectures given by Fr. Kieran O’Mahony, which were very well attended. A new series of talks 

commences on Monday, 20
th
 January, again hosted by Baldoyle Parish.

 
 

Also a number of people from this group have come together to form the Peninsula Community Sponsorship 

Group, which is working with the Irish Refugee Council and the UN Human Rights Commission to resettle a 

Syrian refugee family in our area. It’s a two year commitment which seeks to assimilate the family into the 

community - schools, sports, health, employment, etc.  

 

Our parish website was upgraded in recent years and includes lots of detail on parish life, and the groups 

operating in the parish, together with details of the membership of the Parish Pastoral Council and its 

constitution. You can download the most recent Parish Newsletter or access details on many helplines and 

support services. Many people follow our liturgies on the parish webcam.   

 

We thank the parish administration staff for their dedicated hard work behind the scenes. They perform a vital 

role and ensure that the parish runs effectively. We also acknowledge the work of the sacristans and all the 

wonderful volunteers who support our ministries in the parish. 

 

This progress report is only a brief snapshot of some of the activities undertaken by the 300+ volunteers 

participating in the many groups operating in the parish. These groups would really welcome new members, 

and we would encourage you to consider volunteering, by contacting the office at office@stfintansparish.ie.   

We wish all our parishioners a very Happy New Year.  
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